
The House of Silas: Paul’s First Family of Roman Agents
1 Peter 5:12-13

Silas aka: Silvanus
Roman Citizen (Acts 16:37)
Father of John-Mark (1 Peter 5:13)
“Faithful Brother” (1 Peter 5:12)
Title: Faithful Brother = Familia Caesaris

Mark (John Mark)
Roman Citizen via Father
Attributed Writer of the Gospel
“Fellow Worker” (Philemon 1:24)
Title: Fellow Worker = Familia Caesaris
Cousin (or Nephew) of Barnabas (Colossians 4:10)

Barnabas
Cousin (or Uncle) of Mark (Colossians 4:10)
An Alleged “Levite” from Cyprus (Acts 4:36)
“Beloved” (Acts 15:25)
Title: Beloved = Familia Caesaris

Mary
Mother of John-Mark (Acts 12:12)
“She who is Babylon”?! (1 Peter 5:13)
The “Mary” in Rome?! “Toiler” (Romans 16:6)
Title: Toiler = Familia Caesaris

•	 If Babylon is Rome, which is from where Silas wrote 1 Peter, and Mary is in Rome (Romans 16:6), 
then “she” who is in Babylon (1 Peter 5:13) is very likely Mary, the mother or Mark (Acts 12:12), 
and is also wife of Silas considering Silas stated in 1 Peter 5:13 that Mark was his son, who thus 
was also with them in “Babylon” (Rome).

•	 The only other likely identity of “she” “who is Babylon” is the Familia Caesaris who is in Rome. 
“She” in 1 Peter 5:13 is a riddle, a mystery, then the solution to the Mystery Babylon “She” is the 
Familia Caesaris.

•	 The Aramaic and Latin of Colossians 4:10 indicate an Uncle-Nephew relationship between 
Barnabas and Mark via Mary as Barnabas’s sister. Proposed by Nick VanderLaan
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